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symptoms before, and has recovered; but frequent
relapses make her situation more dangerous. I wait
with anxiety for a letter from a physician to whom I
have written to see her, as if on a visit of compliment
(for she will not have one to attend her, thinking it of
no use), and to send me a fair, explicit report. If he
thinks her in immediate danger, I will go down
directly, and take Veronica with me, and perhaps the
two boys also, that she may be soothed with all the
comfort they can give her, which she surely deserves,
as she has been the most affectionate mother. You
will perceive in what a state of mind I must be at
present. Yet, as London is the best place when one
is happy, it is equally so when one is the reverse; for
the power of being at once wrapped up in undisturbed
privacy, by not being personally known, and having
an influx of various ideas, by being in the midst of
multitudes, cannot fail to dissipate many a cloud which
would thicken and augment and press upon the spirits in
the country, or in a narrower place. This day, for
instance, I shall rove about the cities of London and
Westminster in the evening to contemplate the illumi-
nations on his Majesty's recovery. General Paoli
kindly entertains me and Veronica and my sons, and
honest David, at dinner, and we shall thus be enlivened.
Is it not true philosophy, my friend, to procure as
much happiness, to make as much honey in life as we
can ? I mean, in consistency with all duties.

Should I be obliged to go to Scotland, you must
delay your visit to town till I can meet you. An
interview after so long an absence will be very
valuable.

The General's carriage is to be here soon, so I must
hasten to dress. I shall soon write to you as to the
particulars in your last letters.